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AMERICAN PSYCHOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION (APA) FORMAT ( 5 th Edition) 
 
This example shee t  gives a few examples of APA s tyle ci ta tions.   If in 
doub t  always consul t the APA manual.  The manual is available a t  the 
Somerse t  Community College STAR Cen te r. 
 
Journal  Arti cl e ,  On e  Au t h or 
Simon, A. ( 2 0 0 0).  Percep tual comparisons through the mind’s eye.  

Memory & Cogni tion, 2 3 ,  6 3 5- 6 4 7. 
 
Journal  Arti cl e ,  Tw o  Au t h or s 
Becker, M. B., & Rozek, S. J.  ( 1 9 9 5 ).  Welcome to the energy crisis. 

Journal of Social Issues,  3 2 ,  2 3 0- 3 4 3. 
 
Maga zin e  Ar ti cl e ,  o n e  au t h or 
Garner, H. J. ( 1 9 9 7, July). Do babies have  a universal song? Psychology 

Today, 1 0 2, 7 0- 7 7. 
 
N e w s p a p er  Arti cl e ,  N o  Au t h or 
Study finds free care used more.  ( 1 9 8 2,  April 3). Wall S tree t  Journal, pp.  

A1, A2 5. 
 
Bo ok ,  Tw o  Au t h or s 
Strunk, W., & Whit e, E. B. ( 1 9 7 9) .   The ele m en t s o f s t yle  ( 3rd ed.).  New 

York: Macmillan. 
 
Edi t e d  B o ok 
Letheridge, S., & Cannon, C. R. (Eds.).  ( 1 9 8 0) .  Bilingual educa tion. New 

York: Praeger. 
 
ERIC D o c u m e n t 
Peterson, K. ( 2 0 0 2).  W elfare- to-work programs: S tra t egies for success 

(Repor t No. EDO-JC-02- 0 4).  Washing ton D.C.: Office of  Educa tional 
Research and Improvemen t.  (ERIC Documen t  Reproduc tion Service 
No. ED46 7 9 8 5 ) 



 
Entry  in  an  En c y cl o p e dia   
Imago. ( 2 0 0 0 ).  In World Book Encyclopedia (Vol. 1 0,  p. 7 9 ).   Chicago: 

World Book Encyclopedia. 
 
Rep or t  fr o m  a  Priva t e  Or g ani z a t i on 
Kimberly-Clark. ( 2 0 0 2 ).  Kimberly-Clark (Annual Report).  Dallas, TX: 

Author. 
 
Di s s er t a t i on 
Olsen, G. W. ( 1 9 8 5).  Campus child care within the public suppor t ed pos t-

secondary educa tional ins ti tu tions in the s t a t e  of Wisconsin (dare 
care) (Doc toral disser t a tion, Universi ty of Wisconsin-Madison, 
1 9 8 5 ).  Disserta tions Abs trac t s Int ernational, 4 7 / 0 3 ,  7 8 3.  

 
Vid e o t a p e 
Mass, J.  B. (Producer),  & Gluck, D. H. (Direc tor).  ( 1 9 7 9).  Deeper in to 

hypnosis. (Motion pic ture).  Englewood Cliffs,  NJ: Pren tice Hall. 
 
Ele c tr oni c  F orm a t s 
 
Int ern e t  Ar ti cl e  Ba s e d  o n  Prin t  S o urc e 
The ci ta tion is done as if it  were a paper ar ticle and then followed by a 
re t rieval s t a t emen t  t ha t  iden tifies the da t e re t rieved and source. 
 
Sahelian, R. ( 1 9 9 9, January).  Achoo!  Bet t er Nu trition, 6 1,  2 4.   Re trieved 

Sep t ember 1 7, 2 0 0 1,  from Academic Index. 
 
Web  P a g e  wi t h  Priva t e  Org ani z a t i on  a s  Au t h or 
Midwes t  League. ( 2 0 0 3 ).  Pitching, individual records.  Re trieved Oc tober 

1 ,  2 0 0 3, from  
 h t t p: / / www.midwes tleague.com /indivpitching.h tml 

 
Chap t er  or  S e c t i o n  in  an  In t ern e t  D o c u m e n t 
Thompson, G. ( 2 0 0 3) .  You th coach handbook.  In Joe soccer. Re trieved 

Sep t ember 1 7, 2 0 0 1,  from h t tp: / / www.joesoccer.com / m enu.h tml 
 
Web  p a g e ,  Go v ernm e n t  Au t h or 
Wisconsin Depar tmen t  of Na tural Resources.  ( 2 0 0 1) .  Glacial habita t 

res tora tion areas.   



Retrieved Sep tember 1 8, 2 0 0 1, from 
h t tp: / / www.dnr. s t a t e.wi.us / org /land /wildlife / 
hun t / hra.h tm 

  
Com pan y  Inf orm a ti on  fr o m  A g gr e g a t e d  Da t a b a s e   
Ripon Pickle Company Inc. (company profile).  ( 2 0 0 3 ).  Re trieved 

Sep t ember 1 8, 2 0 0 2,  from  Business and Company Resource 
Cen ter. 

 
Ingersoll-Rand Company Limited (company profile). ( 2 0 0 4).  In Hoovers.   

Retrieved  
April 29,  2 0 0 4,  from Lexis-Nexis. 

 
P er s o n al  Co m m uni c a t i on s 
Personal communica tions may be things such as email messages,  
interviews, speeches,  and t elephone conversa tions. 
Because the information is no t  re t rievable they should no t  appear in the 
reference list.   They should look as follows:  Example:  
 
 J.  Burnitz (personal communica tions,  Sept ember 2 0, 2 0 0 0 )  indica t ed 

tha t  .… or   In a recen t  int erview (J.  Burnit z ,  personal 
communica tion, Sep t ember 2 0, 2 0 0 0)  I learned tha t  ….  

 
 
 
 
Ref er e n c e  Ci t a t i on s  in  T ex t 
To refer t o an it em in the list of references from the t ex t,  an au thor-da t e 
me thod should be used.  Tha t  is, use the surname of the au thor (withou t  
suffixes) and the year of the publica tion in the t ex t  a t  appropria t e  point s. 
Example: Researchers have indica t ed tha t  more is expec t ed of s tuden t s in 
higher educa tion (Hudson, 2 0 0 1)  and secondary educa tion (Taylor & 
Hornung, 2 0 0 2 ). 
On e  au t h or 
Issac ( 2 0 0 1)  indica t ed in his re search.. 
In a recen t  s tudy, re search indica t e s (Isaac, 2 0 0 1) 
Tw o  or  m or e  au t h or s 
When a work has two au thors,  always ci te  bo th names every time the 
reference occurs.  For works with three,  four, or five au thors, ci te  all 



au thors the firs t  time the reference occurs.   In subsequen t  ci ta tions,  
include only the las t  name of the firs t  au t hor followed by e t  al. 
Wh en  a  w ork  ha s  n o  au t h or s 
Cite in t ex t  the firs t  few words of wha t  appears firs t  for the en try on the 
list (usually the ti tle) and the year. 
Specific par t s of a source 
(Youn t  & Molitor, 1 9 8 2, p. 1 9 ) 
(Cooper, 1 9 8 3, chap. 4) 
Works with no au thor 
(“New Studen t  Cen ter,” 2 0 0 2) 
 
 
S o m e  g e n eral  rul e s  f or  APA r e f er e n c e  p a g e s: 
Begin the reference list  on a new page.  The page begins with the word 
References (Reference if there is only one),  cen t ered in the t op, middle of 
t he page, using bo th upper and lower case.  If the references t ake up more 
t han one page, do no t  re- type the word References on sequen tial pages,  
simply con tinue your list. 
Use one space af t er all punc tua tion. 
The firs t  line of the reference is flush lef t.   Lines thereaf t er are inden ted 
as a group, a few spaces,  t o crea t e a hanging inden tion. 
Double space be tween ci ta tions.   Single space in the ci ta tions. 
Use i talics for ti tles of books, newspapers,  magazines,  and journals. 
References ci ted in t ex t  mus t  appear in the reference lis t; conversely, 
each en try in the reference list  mus t  be cit ed in t ex t. 
Arrange en tries in alphabe tical order 
Give in paren theses the year the work was published.  For magazines and 
newspapers,  give the year followed by the  mon th and da t e,  if any.  If no 
da t e is available, write  (n.d.) 
Give volume numbers for magazines,  journals, and newsle t t ers.   Include 
the issue number for journals if and only if each issue begins on page 1. 
 


