
Common Transitional Words and Phrases 
 

These words will help you achieve a smoo th t ransi tion be tween 
paragraphs and / or subjec t s.   If you have any ques tions on how to use 
t hem, please feel free t o  come to  t he STAR Cen ter and see Mandy Davis 
for help. 
 
 

To show sequence firs t,  second, third, then, af t er,  
af t erward, since,  before,  when, 
whenever,  un til, as soon as,  a s long 
as, while, again, also, besides,  finally, 
fur thermore,  las t,  moreover, nex t,  
s till, too 

 

To show cause and effect  t her efore, thus,  consequen tly, as a 
resul t, for this reason, so,  so tha t,  
accordingly, because,  for this 
purpose,  hence,  thereupon, to  this 
end, since 

 

To compare similarly, likewise, in like manner, 
also, in fac t,  ac tually, indeed, 
cer t ainly, again, in the same way, 
once more 

 

To contrast however, on the one hand / on the 
o ther hand, in con tras t,  conversely, 
bu t,  ye t,  on the con trary, 
never theless, none theless,  s till, 
no twiths t anding, despi t e,  s till, 
al though, even though, in spi t e of, 
ins t ead, regardless 

 

To show addition  and, in addi tion, also, fur thermore,  
moreover,  besides,  nex t,  again, too,  
second, third, ano ther, finally 

 



To indicate time  before, now, af t er, af t erwards,  
subsequen tly, lat er, earlier, 
meanwhile, in the mean time, while, 
a s long as,  so far, af t er a bi t,  af t er a 
few days,  af t er a while, a s soon as,  
a t  las t ,  a t  leng th,  a tha t  time, 
before, earlier, immedia t ely, in the 
mean time, in the pas t,  la t ely, 
presen tly, shor tly, simultaneously, 
since,  then, thereaf t er,  un til, when 

 

  
  
 
 
To give examples for example, for ins t ance,  

specifically, namely, to  illus tra t e,  
t ha t  is, in par ticular, af t er all, even, 
indeed, in fac t,  of course,  such as,  
t he following example 

 

To general ize in general, for the mos t  par t,  a s a 
general rule, on the whole, usually, 
t ypically 

 

To emphasize a point  indeed, in fac t,  as ma t t er of fac t,  
even 

 

To show Place  above, adjacen t  t o  ,  below, beyond, 
closer t o,  elsewhere,  far, far ther on, 
here, near,  nearby, opposi te  t o,  
t her e, t o  the lef t,  to  the righ t 

 
To show qualificat ion frequen tly, of t en, usually, in general, 

occasionally, provided, in case,  
unless,  when, since,  because,  for, if  

 



To signal concession of course,  na turally, al though i t is 
t rue t ha t,  gran t ed tha t ,  I admit tha t ,  
it may appear tha t, 

 al though, though, no doub t,  t o  be 
sure,  whereas, of course,  doub tless,  
cer t ainly 

 
 
  

To conclude or summarize in conclusion, t o  conclude, in 
summary, t o summarize,  in shor t,  in 
o ther words,  therefore,  thus,  in 
reality, a s a re sul t,  as has been 
no ted, a s I have said, as we have 
seen, a s men tioned earlier, in any 
even t,  on the whole, therefore 

  
 
 
  


