
Mathema tical problems of t en can be answered by simply writing down the 
answer: 
 Example: Solve:  3x + 2 = 1 7  Answer:  x = 5.    
Remark:  you may wish to  writ e int ermedia t e s t eps and / or check your 
answer.    
 
Some exercises are a lit tle differen t.   Ins t e ad of finding a numerical 
answer,  you are asked to  write  a paragraph on a given topic.  Now, a 
paragraph is no t  always necessary—you may be able to  respond properly 
with a single sen t ence.   Bu t i t  is impor tan t  tha t  you should wri te  a t  leas t  
one comple t e sen t ence in your response.    
 
IMPORTANT: 
 
1 .    Please do no t  begin your response with “Yes,” “No,” or  
“Because.”   
2 .  Please phrase your answer in a way tha t  someone can unders t and 

wha t  you are    talking abou t  withou t  read ing the ques tion. 
3 .  If possible, avoid simply copying some thing from the book.  

Inst ead, try t o   explain it  in your own words.  Doing so will improve 
your unders t anding of the concep t. 

 4.  An illus tra tion or example of t en will grea tly clarify your response. 
  
 
Let’s look a t  an example. 
 
Problem R.1. 6 9 in the College Algebra Book s t a t es:  “How would you 
convince a classma te tha t  division is no t  a ssocia tive?” 
 
A good response would be: 
 
To convince someone tha t  division is no t  a ssocia tive, I would simply show 
the following example: 2 4  ÷ 6  ÷ 2,    done two differen t  ways.  

 Grouping one way, we have: ( 2 4  ÷ 6)  ÷ 2  =  4  ÷ 2  =  2 

 However:   2 4  ÷ ( 6  ÷ 2)  =  2 4  ÷ 3  =  8 

Since we ge t  two differen t  answers depending on the grouping, the 
opera tion of division does no t  have the associa tive proper ty. 
 
 



Notes:  1 .   This response can be unders tood withou t  referring 
to  the ques tion. 

2 .   The example grea tly clarifies the answer. 
3 .   The response is writ t en in comple t e sen t ences. 

 
 
 


