
Fixing Run-on sentences 
 
A run- on  s e n t e n c e  ( some times also called a “fu s e d  s e n t e n c e”  wh e n  
t h er e  i s  n o  s e p ara t i on  a t  all  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  s e n t e n c e s )  has a t  
leas t  two par t s,  ei ther one of which can s t and by i tself (in o ther words 
two independen t  clauses),  bu t  t he two par t s are no t  properly connec t ed.  
 
The leng th of the sen t ence has no thing to  do with whe ther it  is or is no t   
a run-on; ins t ead a run-on is a s t ruc tural flaw tha t  can also occur in shor t  
sen t ences.  A run-on sen t ence is an error caused by joining two or more 
independen t  clauses wi th only  a coordinading conjunc tion such as and ,  
bu t ,  f or,  n or,  y e t ,  or,  s o .  
 
 
Exam pl e:  The sun is high, pu t  on some sunblock. 
 
This par ticular sen t ence cons ti tu t e s a run-on we call a comma splice.   I t 
occurs when two independen t  clauses are  connec t ed only  with a comma.  
When one uses a comma to connec t  two independen t  clauses,  it  mus t  be 
accompanied by a coordina ting conjunc tion such as and ,  bu t ,  f or ,  n or ,  
y e t ,  or ,  s o .  
 
Run- on  s e n t e n c e s  t ypically occur under the following circums tances.    
 

�  Wh en  an  ind e p e n d e n t  clau s e  gi v e s  a n  ord er  or  dir e c t iv e  
ba s e d  o n  wh a t  w a s  s aid  in  t h e  prior  ind e p e n d e n t  
clau s e .  

  
Exam pl e:  This nex t chap ter has a lo t  of difficul t informa tion in it,  
you should s t ar t  s t udying righ t  away. 
 
We  c o uld  pu t  a  p eriod  w h er e  t h a t  c o m m a  i s  an d  s t ar t  a  
n e w  s e n t e n c e .  Al t erna t iv el y ,  a  s e mic o l o n  mi gh t  al s o  w ork  
h er e . 
 
�  Wh en  t w o  ind e p e n d e n t  clau s e s  ar e  c o n n e c t e d  b y  a  

tran si t i onal  phra s e  ( c o njun c t iv e  a d v erb )  s u c h  a s  
h o w e v er ,  m or e o v er ,  f ur t h erm or e ,  n e v er t h el e s s .  

 



Exam pl e:  Mr. Jones has sen t  his four children to  colleges,  however, 
he has sacrificed his heal th working day and nigh t  in tha t  dus ty 
bakery. 
 
A g ain ,  wh er e  t h a t  f ir s t  c o m m a  a p p e ar s ,  w e  c o uld  h a v e  
u s e d  e i t h er  a  p eri od  – and  s t ar t e d  a  n e w  s e n t e n c e — or  a  
s e mi c ol on . 
 
�  Wh en  t h e  s e c o n d  o f  t w o  ind e p e n d e n t  clau s e s  c o n t ain s  

a  pr on oun  t h a t  c o n n e c t s  i t  t o  t h e  f ir s t  ind e p e n d e n t  
clau s e .  

 
Exam pl e:   This compu ter doesn’ t make sense t o  me, it  came 
withou t  a manual. 
 
Alt h ou g h  t h e s e  t w o  clau s e s  ar e  qui t e  s h or t ,  an d  t h e  id e a s  
ar e  cl o s e l y  r ela t e d ,  t hi s  i s  a  run- on  s e n t e n c e .   W e  n e e d  a  
p eriod  w h er e  t h e  c o m m a  n o w  s t a nd s . 
 
An o t h er  e x a m pl e:   Mos t  of the compu t ers in the Writing Cen ter 
are broken already, this proves my point  abou t  American comput er 
manufac turers. 
 
A g ain  t w o  ni c e ly  r ela t e d  clau s e s ,  inc orr e c t ly  c o nn e c t e d  –  
a  run- o n .   U s e  a  p erio d  t o  c ur e  t hi s  s e n t e n c e . 
 
Run-on sen t ences also occur when: 
 
�  Of t e n t im e s ,  t h e  s u bj e c t  o f  t h e  s e c o nd  s e n t e n c e — t h e  

s e c o n d  ind e p e n d e n t  clau s e  i s  this, that, these, those.  
 

 

How to fix comma splices, fused sentences 
and run-ons. 
 
You can separa t e the clauses with a period. 
 
You can join the clauses with a semi-colon. 
 



You can connec t  the clauses with a semicolon and a conjunc tive 
adverb followed by a comma. 
 
You can connec t  the clauses with a comma and a coordina ting 
conjunc tion. 
 
You can use a subordina tor (dependen t  word) t o  make one clause 
dependen t  upon ano ther 
A subordina tor b e f or e  a  d e p e n d e n t  clau s e  such as a f t er ,  
al t h ou g h ,  a s  b e f or e ,  s in c e ,  pr o vid e d  t h a t ,  unl e s s ,  t h o u g h  
requires a comma before the independen t  clause. 
If the subordina tor is placed b e f or e  t h e  s e c o n d  s e n t e n c e  t han 
you will no t  need any comma. 
 
 


